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e _fi'.Du_’x'b"urj?’s_, Town Landings
*" By THE REV. CANON ROBERT MERRY |/
(Second of a 2-part series)

“Unless you gentlemen bestir Yourselyes”’

=~ Labor Day has come and gone and all that remains
- are the happy memories of holiday guests and a feel-
-ing of utter and total exhaustion. I tried to picture in
~my first article on the town’s landings a community

.. of people, happy in their recreational life, with ample
‘. areas for boat launching and sailing and motor-
boating and fishing and beaches for uncrowded
;+ public bathing, It was all carefully orchestrated for
the town’s residents and for this we owe a great debt’
to our town’s leaders in the recent
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for a free swim and picnic. To
a possible Rip Van Winkle who

Was not at all this way in his (and

growing general use of the automobile in
d mid-twenties, Duxbury and other £5uth
- owns and the Cape were ovérrun by out-of:
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ecked my recollections ‘with ?
10 verified all I have written here -
vation that at least from his van- .
tage point, i.e., the Duxbury Beach Stand he has .
operated for. many years; people don't feel it
necessary to hang towels at car windows today, They
simply walk out to the beach or behind an umbrella - ,
and dress for a swim, Ralph added further informa- _
tion that I had not recalled, namely, that these out- -
of-towners frequently parked their cars on Powder '
Point lawns and in driveways, until the road around
of Duxbury Beach by .
d in the mid-thirties, - R
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For .many years Duxbury’s public
prcscntcg! no problems, and in 1822 and 1834 some
boundaries were crected. In 1893 a committee was
to study the problem over
¢ matter and report back."
ons in 1899. Their fina]
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the years) to look into th
ith many recommendati
paragraph follows: | : -
“Every year the attractions of thijs. old historic .
wn with its beautiful bay are drawing more and
more people to its shores, and that in the march of
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the route of travel.”

The. authors of these scntirﬁcpls could not have &
. foreseen how drastically the coming into general use . ;
-of the automobile in large numbers would alter.the'. town archives to bring us this information,

- “situation, both making it easier to get to designated

¢ was also repeated in the l'?SDs and carly ’60s. The last 5

SR : ke bﬂdgc "-"'-'_iuand‘dc'ﬁnili\'.;-._rcport‘on our town landings was made ‘&
- Howland’s Landing acquired in 1893) which is ou of-

42001974275, wind it isthis to which I owy 50 much ofs
; this information; I also owe a great“debt to Myrna
- Walsh, who spent countless hours in research at the -
Duxbury Room and in the assessors’ office and in the

«+The report first of all makes a distinction between ',

- arcas equipped with space for the parking of cars and . “Town Landings” and “‘Public walkways." Town

‘boat trailers and more difficu i
- ' possible to use because of police surveillance and fire
~ lane requirements) to use, for they were established .. the *‘Big Beach’ - at both. ends -- Blue Fish River -

It (and practically im-

Landings would be larger water access areas with
some parking of cars. Such would be the Old Cove,

when it was.assumed that people would walk to the . bridge behind the old No. One Engine House, Mat-

-+--shore at high tide for a swim. It is important to
“‘recognize that it is in an hones s
* rowdyism and vandalism so evident at such places as |

- takeesett Court, Harden Hil, 10ff 51 Washington St.)"

t effort to minimize - Howland’s, and Landing Rd, (off Bay Rd.), They.

also include Hicks’ Point, just this side of the Bay

Howland’s, and now, since it was acquired by the . Farm area,. for it has limited parking space and a .

~'.town by purchase in 1972, the 18
“7-a'meat and milk peddler I can recall the admonition -

Bay Farm landing. As"

~ hard-pan for launching boats, but since it is only .
- usable for perhaps an hour before and after high tide «

was given that at high tide on a summer’s day I could ":_I could not consider it as a major landing,"
- do no business on Josselyn Ave. or on Winsor and

for public water access. This
work of a committee set up i
committee was ‘activated in 1

“Town Meeting to do a major

" landings. In 1935 as most of

dredge the chaanel into Matta

~.; Water streets and the Indian-named streets on Stan- ' are as £ S 0 ; s S YPOL G
- dish Shore. Neighbors and <riends who lived back of ’_’.gr as follows (beginning at the Marshficld line): -

. the water were welcome to bathe here if they wished; -
the ban was usually exercised only against abusers of .-

the privilege who ‘would come at all times, day or. -
‘night and leave-the familiar litte
--tles and cardboard picnic boxes.
<2 Duxbury pioneered in petitioning the.;
1907 to set aside all along the

coast certain landinge»

922 commissioned by -
overhaul of our towr

r'of broken beer bot- """ Along Back River and off Powder Point Ave, .|

egislature in {

Other avenues of water access listed in the rcporl';"'
The end of Duck Hill Rd. - which is listed jn &

tical except as access to the salt marsh, where my -
..father used to cut hay,. » . -

- Simeon Sayle's and Clarke Peterson’s (this latter; -
. better khown us “‘Dr, Bumpus”’ landing and used at )

was the result of the,”. Present by shellfish diggers). i

n 1904, Another towr **

»There is no public landing or walkway all the way .
- from Powder Point bridge to the Blue Fish River .
+ bridge although as I was growing up I recall an infor- -

y *mal beach east of Bumpus Par i ;
us old-timers recall, ¢ " e pus Park opposite what was

major apprGpriation with' federal help was made~c
keesets Court, and this 3

then Powder Point School used as a hotel during the -
summer months. : . : :
The juncture of St. George St. and Blue Fish River °

= an excellent location for nature and bird observa-
« tion and a superb view of the bridge and bay.
'AThc 3 landings at Water St.,"Winsor, and Josselyn
7\ 1] T S U ey ; .
-~~~ Shipyard Lane should be listed here although it is
! technically not ‘a landing ‘at all, but was given. by
~-Eben Ellison for a public bathing beach. Jy conversa-
“-tion with Don Beers, our harbor.naster, I discovered
. that the current worry shared by Brad Martin of our
* Department of Lands and, Natural Resources is the -
present dangerous mix of power boats and bathers at -
all our landings, and especially here and at
Howland's, O B G

‘records as far back as 1834 and now cannot be prac- .



. -.Thc Indmn-nax_n_ed streets on Standish Shore were ;h{_rrom residential areas, and undoubtedly will becotne N
Ilald out by the town and paved at town expense in "a'popular “haven” for' scashore - Jovers in the days
1907 but-a superior court. on June 27, 1994 ruling *-ahead. Perhaps this wauld furnish a direction for.
states that ‘‘public rights on the seashore do not in-  SOme wealthy civic-minded citizen of which we have
. clude the vight 2o use otherwise private bouches for-* Many in Duxbury.
bathing purposes,” and so are lost as beaches for al)l; . The report cites 2 more areas that could be expand-
L\f’?{ﬁ‘?}{‘?ﬂE-Pﬁiﬁfﬁ}ﬁ.thF.PQﬂC,J al'public, as are.most .- 'ed - one the Old Cove, and another what the report
ARk : HARELAER O e DA 5 . refers to as “‘Ford’s Stand.”” Checking out “Ford’s
i, of these walk ways which the 1975 committee repo. ' Stand,”” I discovered that this is no longer Ford’s nor
i'recommends opening up again. The walkwa - @ stand, and has become *‘Bradford’s Parking lot,”
through the Myles Standish homesite is open and u: , located on the Hummock side of Duxbury Beach. It,
ed regularly by sightseers but swimming is prohibite .. IS NOW a bona fide parking lot with chargeable fees,
here. - =~ ::. o ) - »-and uses an entrance to the ocean water that town
Mrs. Merry and [ have found it a pleasant placet :.récords consider a public landing. I think the present
', visit with its lovely view of the bay and Plymouth :.arrangements with this lot and landing are satisfac-
_,and we have usually walked down the path to th °:tory and with the Blakeman stand nearby and the en- -
- shoreline past the stone marker for the spot where th * tire stretch of beach beyond I can’t see the value of
;' Standish’s family had their well till the great storm o : any change here. . ' g '
1851 wiped it out. o v In conclusion it needs only to be pointed out that :
“/ And this brings us to consider the future of ou ' these 2 articles are an introduction to the subject
7 town landings. The 1975 report recommended the iFather than a definitive description of our public lan- .
.“reopening of all of them with the posting of signs anc ./ dings. Further probing would uncarth some
<t the - marking of stone .boundaries and . for the -remarkably interesting stories of the landings and of
. walkways ‘‘No Parking” signs. It should be note¢ their coming and going into problem areas over the
.- that.2 town meetings, e.g., in 1971 and 1974, ap- 'Years. For example Myrna Walsh discovered in the
- propriated money to do this, but conversations with assessors’ index of land plots 3 landings on Powder
- town officials reveals that police surveillance and fire ~Point that have been completely and-totally lost.
. protection, not to mention vandalism and rowdyism - Perhaps the Registry of Deeds in Plymouth County
- required that the disused landings should remain that © Court House would clarify the situation. But this is
way for the present. I believe that with our new . for the moment beyond the scope of this essay.
bikeways program some of them could be brought . .For in all that I am doing in reporting on *‘Dux-
- back into current use, and should be. A random *l. bury’s treasures’® from the past, I am attempting to
‘sampling of young people’s preference, however, ' rekindle enthusiasm in this community, by making us -
- shows they would rather ride to the Big Beach, where = all aware of the gifts that have been handed to us in
.. they can find so many of their peers and always i the past, and not least of all that of public landings.
. swimmable water, rather than slogging through mud ' landings. Coaw e, K
“1.for a hundred yards €ach way as at Standish Shores ;.
- and Water and Winsor streets. : :
.. Two.realistic opportunities for expanding water *
* recreational use are at hand. A movement to build a .
.- marina at Howland’s Landing with the option of
-purchasing the Blairhaven property began a few
. years ago and is still alive though dormant. The Bay i
./ Farm landing has boundless possibilities for all types g
i of water use, with ample parking space and distance




